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Foreword

Onthe occasiorof this World HabitatDay(5 October2020) HabitatInternational/ 2 | f AHbUsiBgh a
Land Rights Network (HIGHLRN)issuesthis regular report on trends and themes arising from its
monitoring and documentationof casesentered into the HLRNViolation Database(VDB) Thisé S I N a
production A Pandemiaf Violations considerghe centralthemethat confrontsusall this year;i.e., the
globalemergencyamid COVIEL9.

TheVDBis the outcomeof a 2005HICMembercallfor the Coalitionto developthe capacityto monitor
and diagnoseviolationsof housingand land rights acrossits regions.Sincethen, it hasbeena standard
feature of | [ w lsgRedalizatiorand serviceto Habitat International Coalition(HIC)Membersand the
publicby applyingthe universahumanrightscriteriafor adequatehousingin casesf deprivationarising
from forced eviction dispossessiondestruction/demolition and privatization These simple and
identifiable categoriesof violation of the human rights to adequate housingand land occur either
discretely or in combinationthroughoutthe regionsof the world andin mostcountriesat anygiventime.
TheVDBhasremainedthe uniqueresourcefor trackingtheseinstanceghat is opento the publicto enter
and/or extractinformation about suchinstancesof violation, and is searchableby these corresponding
categoriesof country,region,type of violationand/or spanof time.

This& S | rbddrais the outcomeof a searchof the VDBentriesfrom the time that the novel COVIBL9
pandemicbecameknown(roughly,1 January2020)until this World HabitatDayacrosseverycountryand
region aswell asall four typesof violation captured.The overwhelmingmajority of thesecasesreflect
the monitoring,verificationanddata-entry work of afour-personHLRNeamoperatingfrom Cairo Egypt.
However,in responseo aspeciaHLRNallfor contributionscorrespondingo this pandemicperiod, HIC
Membersandalliesin the widercommunityof housingandlandrightsdefendersadvocatesandmonitors
hawe contributed severalcaseswhich contributionsare specificallycited in the report. Tothem, we owe
speciathanksandappreciationfor bringingtheseto the attention of the HLRNeam.

Thisreport is rich in examplesput is by no meanscomprehensiveof all possibleviolationsor groups
affected. Nonethelessit tries to faithfully representthe possibility of trackinghousingand land rights
violationsaroundthe world in a forensicprocess In doing so, the VDBalsorevealsthe shortcomingsn

the monitoringandreporting of suchcasesgenerally,n that manylacksufficientinformation aboutthe

numbersand characteristicof victims, duty holdersand liable parties, and especiallydo not provide
guantitative and qualitative assessmentsf their impacts.Thisgeneralpaucity of data globallyhasled
HLRNo specializen developingandapplyingtoolsandtechniquesfor evaluation,assessmerandactual
guantification of the material and intangible impacts of suchviolations as data essentialto making
informed decisionsabout intervention strategies knowingthe valuesat stakein caseof vulnerabilityto

violation,entitlementsfor full reparationof victimsand/or assignmenbf liability for suchgrossviolations
of humanrights,in particular,the humanright to adequatehousing.

Nocontextcouldbe morerelevantfor sud anexercisahan the complexcrisisrepresentedby the current
pandemic. This global assessmentharts the stubborn callousnessand consequence®f continuous
assaulton LJS 2 Lihe@rRaf shelter and subsistencehat canbe found in the traceablepublic record
duringCOVIRL9. It alsoraisesaflagto point out the auguryof violationsyetto comeasadirector result
of the world-wide climate, economic,financial, public health and humanrights emergency as well as
pointsto prioritiesfor recovery Thesepagesalsodemonstratehow, despiteour differencesanddistances
betweenus, the pandemicshowshow we areall in it together.


http://www.hlrn.org/welcome_violation.php#.X34NoPZuJi4
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/GC4.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/GC7.pdf
http://landtimes.landpedia.org/newsdes.php?id=p2pn&catid=pQ==&edition=pGg=

Thispivotal moment is also one of transition for HIC.Amid shifts in global conditionsthat sparknew
thinking, HICstandsat another crossroadsvith the HIConstitutioamandatedshift of its Secretariato a
new centerin the GlobalSouthandatransitionin leadershipwith the departureof its SecretaryGeneral
AlvaroPuertasRobinaand the induction of a new SecretaryGeneralYolandeHendler.We thank Alvaro
heartfully for a job well done, enduringfriendships and dedicatedserviceto HICand its constituents.
Meanwhile,we join the restof our colleaguesn warmlywelcomingY olandeandrenewedenthusiasnfor

makingmore HICstorygroundedin deeplearningandsolidinstitutional foundations.

HlChasenteredthis pandemicyearalsowith its recentlyelectedpresidentAdrianaAllen,who hashit the
groundrunningin the steadyfootstepsof her capablepredecessorLorenaZéarate.A debt of gratitude
goesout alsoto the membersof | [ w executiveBoard: Ana Sugranye®ickel,DianalLeeSmithand
Raniaal-Madi for their suppat and wise guidancethroughthis extraordinaryperiod. And, of course,we
thankthe supportingpartnersof HIiCand HLRNor their accompanimenandunderstandinghroughthis
uncertaintime.

Speciathanksalsoto the HLRNCairoteam of YasseAbdelkaderHeatherElaydiand AhmedMansour,
eachof whomhasplayeda complementaryrole in maintainingand populatingthe VDBand contributing
to thisreport andthe analysicontained Theirexampleshowshow teamworkcancontinueproductively
evenby remote andin confinement

Despitewaningoptimismon other fronts, HLRMtill hopesthat the alarmraisedin this publicationwill draw
us evenclosertogether, at leastin spirit, socialdistancingrestrictions notwithstanding. By doing so, the
lessondearnedshouldpoint to the changein humanbehaviorneededto repairthe catastrophicfault lines
and broken promisesrevealed by the present pandemicand to develop a natural, social and built
environmentthat realizesa humanrightshabitatfor everyone gverywheren the smarterfuture beforeus.

SephSchechla
Coordinator
Housingand LandRightsNetwork
¢ HabitatInternationalCoalition
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Introduction

OnWorldHabitatDay,AntonioGuterresthe UNSecretaryGeneralUNSGjecognizedhat urbancenters
are groundzero of the ongoingCOVIBL9 pandemic,with 90%of reported casesof infection, and that
cities bear the brunt of the crisisoften with strainedhealth systems inadequatewater and sanitation
servicesandother challengesespeciallyin poor areaswherethe pandemids deeplyrootedin equaities.
Thatdiagnosiseldtrue for muchof the world sinceearly2020,whenHIGHLRNindertookto concentrate
its monitoringand documentationof casednthe | [ w WiQationDatabasgqVDB)on the patternsand
trendsemergingthroughthe pandemic.

Globalpublichealthadvicehasdemandedhat peoplestayin their homesandavoidunnecessargontact
with anyone outside their household,and entire indigenous colonizedand occupied peoples have
expressedhe humanneedfor their land as a matter of survivaland food sovereigntyat this time of
confinement and curtailed mobility. Meanwhile, huge numbers of such people in every region
nonethelesdhavefound themselvesncreasinglywulnerableto loss of thoseveryhomesandlands

Thepublichealthcrisisandrelatedeconomidallout of the COVIBL9 pandemichaveput the livesand/or
livelihoodsof millionst perhapsbillionst of peoplearoundthe globein jeopardy.Physicalistancing
guidelinesand stay-at-home ordershavecompleely halted manynormal activitiesthat require physical
interactionamongpeople,leadingto socialestrangemenandmassivgob lossesn manycountries.These
conditionsalsohaveaggravatedhe consequencesf typicalviolationsof the humanrightsto adequate
housingin the formsof forcedeviction,demolition,dispossessioand privatizationof the humanhabitat.

Themost-prevalentviolation of the humanright to adequatehousingis the practiceof forcedeviction,
defined as & (i H&manentor temporary removal againsttheir will of individuals, families and/or
communitiesfrom the homesand/or land which they occupy,without the provisionof, and accesgo,
appropriateformsof legalor other LINR (i S Gaick®wetibahasbeenauthoritativelyaffirmed(in 1993
and2004) to constitutea ¢ 3 NsBo#tEoy” ©f humanrights. So,whatisto be done?

A Moratorium?

Forcedevictionshavecontinuedthroughoutthe globalpublichealthemergencydespiterepeatedcallsby

the internationalcommunityto halt evictionsand displacementsandto take measurego protectthose

in need.Assoonasthe potentially devastatingeffectsof the pandemichecameapparent,HICandHLRN

issueda statementcallingfor & kotal banon forcedevictions homedemolitions,involuntaryrelocations

and dispossessioby all spheresof government,sectorsandactors,whetherin urbanorruralO2 y i SE (i & ¢
andurging,amongotherthings,anendto job layoffs,amoratoriumon rent andmortgagepaymentsand

the conversionof unusedbuildings into housingfor thosein need.

Otherrecommendation®y humanrightsadvocategollowed: In March, the outgoingSpeciaRapporteur
on adequate housing (SRAH)ssueda COVIBL9 GuidanceNote on the Prohibition of evictionsand

protecting renters and mortgagepayers noting alsothat dHousinghas becomethe front line defence
againstthe coronavirusHomehasrarely beenmore of a life or death situationé¢ Onemonth later, the

outgoing SRAHssuedher secondGuidanceNote dProtectingthose living with homelessness a global
populationof about800million. TheincomingSRAHchoedthat messagén Augustto asserthat: "Losing
your home during this pandemiccould meanlosingyour life," addng "Therights to life and adequate


https://youtu.be/hGTeSSGoYVU
http://www.hlrn.org/french/news.php?title=Canada-:-Autochtones-appellent-à-retour-à-la-terre&id=p3Flaw==
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/palestine-farmers-market-souk-fallaheen-west-bank
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/GC7.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/ECN4199377%20en.pdf
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/E-CN_4-RES-2004-28.pdf
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=COVID-19:-We-Need-a-Human-Rights-Habitat&id=p3BoaQ==#.XwIHeh17lNc
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=COVID-19:-We-Need-a-Human-Rights-Habitat&id=p3BoaQ==#.XwIHeh17lNc
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Housing/SR_housing_COVID-19_guidance_evictions.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Housing/SR_housing_COVID-19_guidance_rent_and_mortgage_payers.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25727&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Housing/SR_housing_COVID-19_guidance_homeless.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26170&LangID=E

housingare intrinsicallylinked." By that date, he alreadyhad noted disturbing patterns of pandemic
evictiontakingplace nonethelessjn Brazil Kenyaand Haiti, affectingan estimated11,000people

By May, ESCRletQ &lobalCallto Actiondemanded & K I f etiidtighalland dispossessionsitility cut-
offs, and related rights violations¢ while the UN Office of the High Commissioneon HumanRights
(OHCHRreleasedCOVIBL9 Guidancethat urgesa 3 2 falticessuchasmoratoriumson evictions,and
deferralsof mortgagelLJl & Y Sty preveéntincreasedhomelessnessAlsoin May, UN Habitatissueda
policystatement caling on statesand all spheresof governmentéto stop all relocationsand evictionsat
thistime® ¢

Conscientiousgpublic servants have similarly called for bans on eviction during the crisis, and local
authoritiesactuallyhavetaken suchmeasuresn numerouscities Somecentralgovernmentsdid enact
limited moratoriums on evictions,aswell asmanystatesin the United Statesof America(USA)However,

these moratoriums, along with other temporaryrelief measuresaret or soon will bet expired. The
loomingevictioncrisisin the USAalsohascapturedthe attention of politically savvycomedianssuchas
JohnOliverand HassarMinaj, who succinctlycapturedthe link betweenhousingand health: & 18 2 dzQ NB
goingto shelterin place,youkindaneedthe shelterLJ: NJi & ¢

Asin many other countries,predictionsalsoshowthat suchevictionswould hit minority communities
hardest.Tocertaincommunities forcedevictionand other violationsof habitat-relatedhumanrightsare
nothing new. For indigenouspeoplesand people under occupation,these patterns are central to the
military doctrineandraisonR Q Sdfitheir occupiersForthem, their much-calledfor & NI & A invbl@s/ O S ¢
a constantexerciseat recoveringfrom deliberateviolationsbackto a dismalstarting point, whichis far
shortof promisedsustainablalevelopmentput with cumulativevisibleandinvisibleconsequencesvhile
newlyfacingan additionalmicroscopigredator.

On1July2020,the UNSecurityCouncilunanimouslhadoptedresolution2532 whichdemandsi lgeneral

and immediate cessationof hostilitiesin all situationsonits I 3 Sy Rdspitéthisd Sy T2 NXa I 0 f S ¢
occupyingand warring states continued to exert the violence of eviction and displacementagainst
indigenouspeoplesand targeted communitiesfrom their own lands. Contrary to S/IRES/253Zertain
governmentsandtheir military organsare usingthe distractioncausedy the pandemicto advancetheir

crimes, increasng violent attacks land grabbing illegal annexation of territories and demographic
manipulation

Relatedto conflictand persecutionis the globalrefugeeanddisplacementrisis.Theconcernedagencies
emphasizedthe need for extra protection measures with the UN High Commissionefor Refugees
(UNHCRIpsuinginterim guidanceat the end of March. Thiswasfollowed by more-specificguidancefor
the protectionof womenandgirls, aswell aschildren in general.Themulti-agencyGlobalShelterCluster
issuedkeyMessage®n Securityof Tenureand COVIBLY, andits HousinglLandand Property(HLP Area
of Responsibilithasprovideda templatedecreeto supportadvocacyefforts with concernedauthorities

In other circumstancesdeforestationand land grabbingactually have been found to exacerbatethe
covimrisis.. NI Natibn&llastitute of SpaceResearcifINPEpndits reakime deforestationdetection
systemalertedto a 64%increasein deforestationof the Amazonin April 2020, comparedto sametime
lastyear.Thisspikein rainforestdestructionisalsoaffectingindigenousandpreservedareasof the region,
with alertsin theseterritories rising59%in the first four months of 2020.


https://www.escr-net.org/sites/default/files/attachments/escr-net_global_call_to_action_english_0.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Events/COVID-19_Guidance.pdf
UN-Habitat%20policy%20statement%20on%20the%20prevention%20of%20evictions%20and%20relocations%20during%20the%20COVID-19%20crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/16/labour-calls-for-ban-on-evictions-of-tenants-affected-by-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR1TnCMmfPuWlajriZbSJ9_Cj32dNlKLk3956qZYkCA0VR2VuFzBG-MLsTE
https://www.marketplace.org/2020/04/08/house-homeless-agencies-vacant-hotels/
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/03/29/toronto-homeless-coronavirus-hotels/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/chicago-is-turning-empty-hotel-rooms-into-temporary-coronavirus-isolation-spaces-other-cities-should-do-the-same-2020-03-23
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-Which-States-Protect-from-Eviction?&id=p3FkZw==#.XwYDPB17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-Coronavirus-Evictions&id=p3FsaQ==#.XwHmCR17lNc
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-The-Coming-Eviction-Crisis&id=p3Fnag==#.XwHmwh17lNc
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/276001/9789241550376-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-Evictions-Soon-to-Hit-Black-Renters-Hardest&id=p3FtZQ==#.XwYDdx17lTa
http://www.hic-mena.org/documents/Submission.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2532(2020)
http://www.hic-mena.org/news.php?id=p3Btaw==#.XwYIvx17lTZ
https://www.iied.org/stopping-land-policy-grabs-shadow-covid-19
http://www.hic-mena.org/news.php?id=p3FraA==#.XwYIIR17lTZ
http://www.hic-mena.org/news.php?id=p3Ftag==#.XwYJLB17lTY
http://www.hic-mena.org/news.php?id=p3Ftag==#.XwYJLB17lTY
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/unhcr_interim_guidance_shelter_settlement_covid19_20200331.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/77783
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/78156
https://www.sheltercluster.org/sites/default/files/docs/gsc_security_of_tenure_and_covid-19_key_messages.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DgLhVJIFGZ7_51Ms7Hd6RqrYYc1gCdUov-9-PTDYqwA/edit
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/deforestation-and-land-grabbing-amazon-during-covid-19

Undeterred,national elites in severalcountriesare usingreducedmobility and the shrinkingspacefor
oversightand accountabilityduringlockdownsrather asan opportunity to seizelands Corporationsand
governmentsare pressingon with localéconsultations to secureapprovas of their land-basedprojects
duringthe dual public health and economiccrisis while rightful ownersand guardiansof the land face
increasedlifficultiesto meaningfullyengage Emblemati®f this approachisthe half-trillion-dollarNeom
megacity projectin SaudiArabia,pursuedagainstthe will of the localinhabitantsand leadingto the state-
sponsoredassassinationf their leaderin March2020.

HLRND ¥¥DBcancaptureonly violationsalreadycommitted; however,expertsstill predictan éavalanche
of evictiong acrosscountrieswith temporary moratoriumsendingin the comingmonths In the USA

while physicakvictionsmayhavebeenreduced courtsare still opento hearcasesand preparelandlords
to imminently evict tenants once the bans are lifted. As governmentsand companiespush through

agribusinessminingand infrastructuremegaprojecton ancestralands predatoryinvestorsare poised
to swoopup vast propertiesfrom their COVIBdistressedwners like in the aftermathof the cyclicak008

financialcrisis Currentpatternsandtrendsindicatea perilousfuture for adequatehousing Jandandother

habitat-relatedhumanrightsacrossurbanandrural landscapes

PovertyandUnpreparedness

Goinginto the pandemic,the state of the human habitat was already in crisis, with well-reported
depletionof the naturalworld andextinctionof specieghat haveaccompanie@ndresultedfrom climate
change with particularlyconsumptiveand polluting societiescontributing more than their shareto the
loss.Despitethe visionary if late-in-coming SustainabldevelopmenGoalsSDGs)Yhe needfor their
holistic approachto developmentand international cooperationspeakto the urgencyof corrective
measuresn the policyand operationalspheres Already severalnotable opportunitieswere missedalso
in the Habitatlll processto evaluateglobalperformanceand sufficientlyinterrogatesuchcoreissuesas
populationgrowth and urbanization,assuch.

Thatis not to saythat humankindhasnot progressedverthe decadeslin fact, millionshavebeenlifted
out of povertyandlife expectancyhasrisengloballysincethe late 20" Century However suchprecarious
gainshavegivenway to dire predictionsof undoingour advancesn earningandlearningasaresultof the
pandemic.

At the start of the COVIDxrisis,alreadysome 1.8 billion people worldwide were estimatedto live in
homelessnesandgrosslyinadequatehousing,often in overcrowdedconditions,lackingaccesgo water
and sanitation makingthem particularlyvulnerableto contractingthe virus,asthey are often suffering
from multiple, underlyinghealthissues.

LatinAmericahasbeenaregionseverelaffectedbythe COVIBLI pandemicln Peru,for examplepbefore
the pandemic,the slightreductionin monetarypoverty had not yet translated into greateraccesso, or
guality of public servicesconsideredkey for the well-beingand developmentof citizens Theseinclude
habitat goodsand servicessuchashousingand sanitation,etc. In Peru,43.7%of the urban population
livesin marginalneighborhoodsinformal settlementsor inadequatehousingand/or slums Theylive in
homesthat lack securetenure, structural quality and durability, adequate drinking water supply or
sanitation services Amid serious overcrowding (3.4 people or more per room), the motto
#QuedateEnCagatay home) as a mitigation measureagainstthe pandemiconly mocksthose 70%o0f
Peruvianswvho live in suchadequatehousing


https://uk.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-landrights/land-conflicts-flare-across-asia-during-coronavirus-lockdowns-idUKL8N2CN621
https://news.trust.org/item/20200524095046-4fhrd
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qZ6Q=
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qZ6Q=
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-A-Coming-%E2%80%98Avalanche-of-Evictions%E2%80%99&id=p3FoZw==#.XwYDKx17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-A-Coming-%E2%80%98Avalanche-of-Evictions%E2%80%99&id=p3FoZw==#.XwYDKx17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=What-Happens-When-the-Eviction-Bans-End?&id=p3FoaA==#.XwYDIR17lNd
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/preparing-for-the-post-covid-19-land-grab
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php??title=Vanishing-Biodiversity-Threatens-Our-Food&id=p25kbA==
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php??title=Vanishing-Biodiversity-Threatens-Our-Food&id=p25kbA==#.X38IMfZuK70
https://www.baufachinformation.de/habitat-ill&apos-s-seven-deadly-sins-of-omission/z/2016119006921
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/world/asia/coronavirus-poverty-unemployment.html
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/education/publication/simulating-potential-impacts-of-covid-19-school-closures-learning-outcomes-a-set-of-global-estimates
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25727&LangID=E
https://www.inei.gob.pe/media/MenuRecursivo/publicaciones_digitales/Est/Lib1743/Libro.pdf

t S N@edtarfor PopulationResearchDocumentationand Counseling CIDAPhas characterizel these
conditionsasfollows:

1 47.5%o0f familiesdo not have a refrigerator and lack information about adaptation measuresin
guarantine,on the restriction of daysand hoursto buy provisionsto avoid crowds.Many of these
families,in order not to go hungly, were victimsof crowdsand continuousoutingsthat madethem
vulnerableto contagion.

9 718 million Peruviansstill do not have accesso drinking water, 2 million live without electricity,
makingthem more vulnerable while governmentjustifiesits poor servicecoveragedueto incomplete
informationto locatethesepeople.

1 The#Bong or personalsubsidy is serioudy deficiert, leavingout 40%of thosein need, and suffers
poor deliveryby bankswith largecrowdsandlongdelays.

1 The #SuspensidérPerfectais another invention of the government fiee-market economicpolicy,
operfect &sttippingworkersof their laborrights.

1 Nationalunemploymentdoubledin the first quarter of quarantine Joblosseshave affected 75%of
the poorestin Limg while affecting only 6%of the wealthiest.

9 Laborinformality in Peruis ca. 75% includingprecariousemployment,without labor rights, with street
vendinga prominentmeansof daily survival posingthe dilemmad (id from hungeror from QOVID19® £

9 Official figurescite precarious(i.e.,a A y T 2 tkiMelafd@edtrepreneurs is concentratedin district
markets,fairs, popularemporiumsasthe maincontagionspaces.

1 Publictransporthasbeendiberalized (privatized)and precariousfor 30 years,called dinformale due
to the useof minibusesyural vans,motorcycletaxis,etc. that, in a pandemic lackinfrastructureand
regulation and contribute to contagion.

1 For30years,the PublicHealthand EducationFacilitiesand Servicess precariousand chaotic and, in
the pandemic now closed instead of being improved and reactivated for primary care and
decongestinghe saturatedhospitals

9 Dueto jobloss not beingableto payrent andother reasonsthe exodusfrom urbanhungerhasseen
approximately600,000migrantsreturn on foot from Limato their placesof originin the Andeanand
rainforestregions exceedingyovernmentforecassandmitigationmeasuresandspreadingnfections
from citiesinto the interior, where healthfacilitiesare weak

Precarioudiving conditionsand livelihoodshave exacerbatedhe crisisin other regionsalso.Consistent
with the findingsover 15 yearsof the + 5 . ofe€tation,the typicalvictimsof theseabusesare the most
impoverished minority and vulnerable populations,indigenouspeoples,smallscalefarmersand rural
land-basedpoor, informally built communities,refugeesand displacedpersons,migrantsand migrant
workers,addedto thesein the pandemics a newly popularizedcategoryof & S & & Svgiii 3 NA @ ¢

Chartingthe Patterrs

As the QOVID19 crisis unfolded, the most vulnerable have been the most affected by a particular
convergencef threats. Evenin countriesnot typicallyassociatedvith violenceand hostility, authorities
and landlords have continued to evict people from their homeswith a vengeance HLRNhas been

collectingdocumentationof this global pattern of evictionsoccurringthrough its Violations Database
(VDB)yndNewsArchive andthis servicehasprovedparticularlyusefulin the currentcontext Thetrends

have revealeda pattern of disproportionatelyafflicting the most vulnerable in society, regardlessof

region.HLRNbffers the following examplesaswell asa comprehensiveable of casesnteredinto the

VDBduringthe pandemic(seeAnnex).


http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/Base%20datos%20CIDAP.pdf
http://hlrn.org/welcome_violation.php#.XwTlOx17lNc
http://hlrn.org/welcome_violation.php#.XwTlOx17lNc
http://hlrn.org/hlrnnews.php#.XwTlIx17lNc

Figure2: LowincomePeruvians lj dzS dz8 linyaf® éeceivetheir bon.o(soci.alsubsidyﬂuringthe pandemicSource CIDAP.

Minorities

The currentand,especially anticipatedforcedevictionsanddispossessioim the g 2 NJlaig&s&conomy
havebeentargetingandthreateningthe USAQ @inority populations Themoratorium on evictionsfrom

federal (public) and tribal (indigenous)housing expired on 24 July and the Trump! RYA Y A & G NI G A 2

stopgapmeasureshavenot beeneffective or encouragingwhile the LINBS & A $o@indaviadvisorhas
emergedasaninfamousCOVIEeraevictor. While43 states andthe Districtof Columbighadissuedsome
kind of eviction moratorium, with varyinglevek and periods of protection. those subnationallevel
protectionsonly rangedfrom a few weeksto a few monthsin durationanddid not applyto all evictions.

Notably,of the total 110 million rentersin that country, the 30i 40 million now face eviction by World
Habitat Day2020.Blacks)ndigenousand Peopleof Color(BIPoCare disproportionatelyrent-burdened
andat risk of eviction.Peopleof colorare twice aslikelyto be rentersand disproportionatelylikelyto be
low-incomeandrental costburdened.Numerousstudiesfrom citiesacrosghe USAconfirmthat people
of color, particularlyBlackand Latinxpeople,constitutethe overwhelmingmajority (approximately80%9
now facing eviction Blackhouseholdsmay be more than twice as likelyas white householdsto be
evicted.Existingpatternsshowthat Hispanidenantsin predominantlywhite neighborhoodsare roughly
twice aslikelyto be evictedasHispanicsn predominantlynon-white neighborhoodsandHispanidenants
arealsomorelikelyto be evictedwhentheir landlordis non-Hispanic.


https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/04/2020-19654/temporary-halt-in-residential-evictions-to-prevent-the-further-spread-of-covid-19
https://www.nicoa.org/tribal-housing-evictions-suspended/
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-Kushners-Continue-to-Evict&id=p3FkbA==#.X3s0Bmgza70
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php??title=USA:-Which-States-Protect-from-Eviction?&id=p3FkZw==
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-covid-19-eviction-crisis-an-estimated-30-40-million-people-in-america-are-at-risk/
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/mdesmond/files/greenberg_et_al._.pdf
https://www.innovations.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/10950.pdf
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/mdesmond/files/greenberg_et_al._.pdf
http://www.stata-journal.com/sjpdf.html?articlenum=ST0086,%20archived%20at%20https://perma.cc/5P3MXVLF
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Figure3: Thecairnof belongingghat remainfor the family evictedfrom 3624 UrguhartSt.,New OrleansLA(USApromptly on
30July2020,just after the evictionmoratoriumended SourceJakeClappGambit

Acrosghe Atlantic, a EuropeariJnion(EU)studyreleasedduringthe pandemidndicatedhow Romaand
Travellersremain disproportionatelyaffected by evictionsin six surveyedcountries (Belgium,France,
Ireland,Netherlands Swederand UnitedKingdom)In Belgium ,10%of Caravardwellersand 5%of Roma,
andthe sameproportionof Travellersn Francehavebeenevictedat leastoncein the previousfive years.
surveygroups, 4% of the respondentshad been evicted at least once. Meanwhile, 8% of Romaand
Travellerssurveyedexpectauthoritiesto evictthem or force them to movein the next 6 months.

Romaand Travellergypicallylackbasicamenitiesin their housingand suffer severehousingdeprivation
muchmore often than the generalpopulation Romaand Travellerdivingin apartmentsor housesn bad
condition(26%)generallyshowhigherseveredeprivationratesthan otherslivingin apartmentsor houses
in the surveyedcountries(10%).

Other studieshaveshownthat 80%of the ELL) Romalive below the povertyline, 30%haveno running
water and 46% live without an indoor toilet or shower Roma populations are more at-risk for
homelessnesthan non-Romagroupsin Europe,makingthem especiallysusceptibleto both contagion
andvariousformsof discrimination Europearobservershavereported that Romapeoplehavesuffered
disproportionatelyfrom COVIBL9 andthe securitymeasuresassociatedvith the pandemic.

Duringthe first half of 2020 Romanpeoplehavebeenaffectedby discriminationandinstitutionalracism
resultingin housingrightsviolationsall acrossEurope.TheEuropearRomaRightsCenter(ERRQkcently
reported on the situation in Albania, Belgium,Bulgaria,Hungary,ltaly, Moldavia, North Macedonia,
RomaniaSerbiaSlovakiaTurkeyand Ukraine While this discriminationhasmanifestedin variousforms,
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http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=USA:-Kushners-Continue-to-Evict&id=p3FkbA==#.X3s0Bmgza70
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2016/eumidis-ii-roma-selected-findings.
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pdf
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/04/anti-roma-racism-is-spiraling-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://ergonetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ERGO-input_impact-section-in-specific-MS.pdf
http://www.errc.org/uploads/upload_en/file/5265_file1_roma-rights-in-the-time-of-covid..pdf

including disproportionatelyonerouslockdownsandneglect,caseof housingandhabitat-relatedhuman
rightsviolationswere most prominentin Belgium Italy and Ukraine. The ERR@ocumentedtwo casesin

Belgium affecting16 Romaandfour homes two forcedevictionghomedemaolitionsin Ukraine andover

363incidentsin Italy involving evictionsfrom, and dispossessionf housing However detailsare scarce
andthe VDBhasrecordedthe lossof only 108 accommodationsndthe evictionof 549 peoplein seven
of thesecasesManyactionsagainstsmallgroupsof Romaare euphemisticallfermed dremovalg rather

than devictiong and, thus,go underreported.

MigrantWorkers

In the Middle East,migrationhasgoneinto in reverse,with coronavirusforcing nearly 400,000migrant
worker<eturn to Keralandiafrom the PersiarnGulfcountriessinceMay. Acrosdndia,anestimated139
million internal and otherwiseinvisible migrant workerslost their accommodatiorand were forced to
return en masseto their original villages,many makingjourneys on foot and over 300 perishingdue to
the lockdownfrom starvation,suicidesgxhaustionyoadandrail accidentspolice brutality and denial of
timely medicalcare.

Asituationwasrecordedin Tunisiawhereby expatsfrom Cote R Q L @véréfdidedinto the streetswhen
unableto payrent dueto pandemicrelatedjob loss.Xenophobiandoutright racismalsorearedits head
in China,where Africars living in Guangzhowvere kickedout of hotels, barred from returningto their
homes or evenbeingforcibly evicted.

Ethiopianand other Africanmigrantworkerswere expelleden massefrom war-torn Yemenin February,
asthe globaleffectswere beingfelt. Inthe ensuingweeks,newsbeganto leakof their massconfinement
in remote,undisclosedaindinhumanconditionsin SaudiArabiathroughthe COVIxrisis.Theirestimated
number of 16,000was spreadacrossseveralmassprisortlike facilities. Despite some diplomatic and
journalisticefforts to seektheir releaseand/or repatriation,they remainedincarceratedat leastthrough
the month of September.

Figure4: Ethiopianmigrantworkersheldin massconfinementin the Kingdomof SaudiArabia,
Septembe020.SourceTheDailyTelegraph
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http://www.hlrn.org/admin/violations/article_edit.php?id=55815&back=YXJ0aWNsZV9kaXNwbGF5LnBocA==#l
http://www.hlrn.org/admin/violations/article_edit.php?id=55816&back=YXJ0aWNsZV9kaXNwbGF5LnBocA==#l
http://www.errc.org/uploads/upload_en/file/5265_file1_roma-rights-in-the-time-of-covid..pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/10/01/coronavirus-migration-trends-gulf-states-india/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/10/01/coronavirus-migration-trends-gulf-states-india/
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=India:-Migrants-Marched-Further-to-Margins&id=p3BrYw==#.X3nNGGgza70
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=India:-Migrants-Marched-Further-to-Margins&id=p3BrYw==#.X3nNGGgza70
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_migrant_workers_during_the_COVID-19_pandemic
http://hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qY6w=#.XwT2MB17lNd
http://hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qZKk=#.XwX7zB17lNd
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21rZag=

DomestidNorkers

Accordingin formation receivedin the VDB the situation of domesticworkershasvariedevenwithin a
singlecountry. Asunregulatedas their employmentconditionsmay be, somelocal workerswelcomed
beinglet go duringthe lockdowngo residewith friendsor family,aslongastheir salarywasguaranteed.
However,for many domesticworkers, their accommodationis tied to their employmentand, when
dismissedduringthe pandemig they alsolost their housing.

In Lebanonwhichhad alreadybeendealingwith a devastatingeconomiccrisisbefore the pandemichit,
middle- andupper-classhouseholdghat suddenlycouldnot afford to paytheir foreigndomesticworkers
have taken to unceremoniouslysending them into the streets in two well-publicized incidents,
accompaniedy publicdisplaysof xenophobia

SlumDwellers

The COVIBL9 crisisin SouthAfricahasaccompanieda governmentpushfor the cde-densificatiorg of

informal settlements. Instead of fostering in-situ upgrading and ensuring hygienic conditions the

governmenthasopted for invesing in so-calledTemporaryRelocationUnits (TRUYhat further increase
vulnerabilitiesand uncertaintiesamonginformal settlementdwellers.Many inhabitants and criticshave
likenedthis policyto apartheiderad NB Y 2 ghdthed/DBfeaturesthe attemptto cde-densi® &tjwetla
informal settlementin Alexandra,Johannesburgasanexample

In SouthAfrica, no-one may be legallyevictedfrom her/his home, or have her/his home demolished,
exceptafter consideringall the relevantcircumstancesThecentralgovernmentregulatedevictionsand
demolitionsduringthe COVIBL9 pandemidhroughaRiskAdjustedStrategythat setconditionsaccording
to five dalert levels¢ rangingfrom full lockdownat alert-level 5, which commencedcountry wide on 27
March 2020,to & y 2 Nactlvify with LINS O I deialarelgiel 1. Sincel June2020,the country has
remained at alert-level 3, which is characterzed by & S E (i pdcdfionto limit transmissionand
outbreaks but with the resumptionof limited economicactivity.€

At alert-level5, the executionof anyevictionwasprohibited, whetheror not the court authorizedit. The
prohibition wasthe resultof a 20 March 2020appealby 20 socialjusticeorganisationgo the presiderti Q &
NationalCommandCouncifor anation-wide moratoriumon evictionsduringlockdown.Courtswerethen
alsoprohibited from issuinganyevictionordersat all, evenif the date of executionwasstayeduntil after
the end of the lockdownperiod. At alert-level 4, courts were permitted to issueeviction orders, but
executionwasstayeduntil after the lockdown.At alert-level 3, the executionof evictionordersremained
prohibited, exceptwhere a court decidedthat it wasjust and equitablefor the orderto be executed.

Despitethese measuresthe VDBhasrecordedat least3,688victimsof multiple housingrightsviolations
involvingforcedeviction,mostlyin informal settlements.In two casesthe Cityof CapeTowndemolished
at least49 shackdn Khayelitsha ownshipin April, followingthe punitive demolitionof five homesin the
eThekwiniMunicipalityat the end of March.

It is often difficult to distinguishbetweenindividualand communityevictions TheSocieEconomidRights
Institute of SouthAfrica(SERIjeported numerousviolationsciting alsoutility cut-offs of householdghat
lost their incomeduring the pandemicandfell into arrearson water and electricity bills, which, in turn,
deeperedA y K I 0 kulnérapilitgtcnfection.
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http://www.hic-mena.org/news.php?id=p3FpaA==#.XwT1Kx17lTZ
http://www.hic-mena.org/news.php?id=p3FsaA==#.XwT1Mx17lTZ
https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-lindiwe-sisulu-government%E2%80%99s-response-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-29-apr-2020
https://mg.co.za/coronavirus-essentials/2020-06-29-relocation-rears-its-head-bringing-de-densification-home-in-alexandra/
http://www.cogta.gov.za/cgta_2016/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Risk-Adjusted-Strategy-Regulations-Gazetted-COGTA_compressed.pdf
https://www.iol.co.za/capeargus/news/call-for-moratorium-on-evictions-amid-covid-19-outbreak-45394510
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=South-Africa:-Hsg-Crisis,-Eviction-amid-Lockdown&id=p3FkaA==#.XwUvoh17lNd
http://hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qY6k=#.XwUvqh17lNd
http://hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qY6k=#.XwUvqh17lNd
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/SERI-SouthAfrica_Submission_COVID-housing_rights.pdf

Kenyaalsohadput in placejudicialprotectionsagainstforcedevictions but exceptiongprevaikd. Despite
an order from a KenyanHighCourthalting demolitionsin an informal settlementin Nairobi,authorities
evictedand demolishedthe homesof over 7,000 people since April. Thisincluded5,000at Kariobangi
alone,ostensiblyto makeway for constructionof a World Bankfinancedsanitationfacility.

During COVIBL9, Brazilan local authorities have evictednumerousfamiliesin SGo Paolq leavingthem
strugglingto stay safein what is the LJ- y R S ¥e&o@dméast-hard-hit country in the world. In Riode
Janeirg a favelabasedCatalyticCommunitiegroject, RioOnWatchhasmonitored forced evictionsand
other violationsof housingandlandrightsin the cityQiaformalneighborhoodghroughout the pandemic.
The RioOnWatclcontributionsto | [ w VDBhaverevealedan unbrokenpattern of particularlycruel
evictions despitea SupremeCourtorderedbanon evictionsduringthe publichealthemergency

Evictiondhavebeentakingplacealsoin ColombiaTheBogotaa | & 20¥fikeandColombiarPublicForces
evictedseveralfamiliesfrom their homesin May at Altos de la Estanciawhile authorities claimed that
allowingthem to remain would put them at risk of landslides.In the middle of the pandemig locat
governmentauthoritiesthere choseinsteadto put these newly homelessfamiliesat risk of contracting
the coronavirus)eavingthem no other placeto live and offering no assistance.

In Haiti the mayorof CapHaitien Minister of Justiceand PublicSecurityordereda majorpoliceoperation
to demolishthe Shadazjuartier of Villagede Dieu, issuingan ultimatum for residentsto clearout within

72 hoursto avoidbecomingd O 2 f R (Y3 NE-®f& operationtargetingnotoriouslocalgangsIn the

midst of the pandemic,a population daily strugglingto survive faced public servantsas one more
existentialthreat. Thegovernment'sevictionorder did not provide for any palliative measuressuchas
alternativehousingor anyeffort by the Haitian stateto guaranteethe humanrights of peoplewho would

be forced to leave their homes during the pandemic The vulnerable and neglectedworking-class
neighborhoodswithout drinking water, electricity or other basicsewices have long beenthe bloody
theater of policeandbandits Now, Shada2, hometo thousandshasbecomea field of ruin.

Thisphenomenonamidthe complexcrisisof poverty,environmentaldisaster statefailure andcrimehas

not beenuniquein Haiti or in the world. For Haiti, the caseof Shada2 courts asonly one of a series
recordedin the VDBduringthe pandemic displacinganddispossessingver 40,480Haitiansthis year.

»
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RuralPeople

Not all COVIBL9 pandemicerahabitat humanrights violationshavebeenin urbancenters While rural
inhabitants have increasinglybecome affected by the virus, large-scaleinfrastructure projects, land
grabbing,logging,extractivismand other developmentpremised activities have causedviolationsand
increasedvulnerabilities despitethe globalemergency.
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http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Kenya-Evicts-7000-Amid-Pandemic&id=p3FoZg==#.XwUs3x17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Kenya-Evicts-7000-Amid-Pandemic&id=p3FoZg==#.XwUs3x17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Kenya:-Ruai-Evictions,-Why-Now?&id=p3FmbA==#.XwUs5x17lNd
http://hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qZaw=#.XwUn4h17lNe
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Colombia:-Evictions-amid-the-Coronavirus&id=p3FmYw==#.Xw2Y1CgzZyy
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Colombia:-Evictions-amid-the-Coronavirus&id=p3FmYw==#.Xw2Y1CgzZyy
http://www.hlrn.org/img/documents/La-violation-Haiti-durant-la-pandémie-de-COVID-19.pdf

SinceMarch 2020 when COVIBEL9 was spreadingfrom its nearbysource the provincialgovernmentof
| K A gdsteracoastaProvinceof Shandong@xemplifiedthistrend by razingvillagesin the nameof ¢rural
revitalizationé Thepolicyis officiallyknownasd @ A fYSINE S NE& £K S Ox W) i 8handongand
euphemizedasd Y SwalO2 YYdzy @ G A SA¥ s y IO WE K § Hlsewhere TheChinawide
policy targeting 250 million, K A & (i largeBt@seof forced populationtransfer, seeksto removerural
communitiesto masshousingcomplexes.Suchnew communitiesare createdby razingmultiple natural
villagesand densifyingresidentsinto centralizedhighrise complexessurroundedby fields.

For example,JiazhouCity, outside of coastalQingdao,is in the processof erasing460 villagesto be
consolidatednto 82 centralvillagesby the endof 2020 LinyiCounty,in DezhouCity,israzng417villages,
with only 31 villagesgualifyingfor speciapreservation DezhouCityalonehasdesignatecatotal of 5,060
villagesfor destruction, forcibly evicing and concentratingabout 2.7 million rural residents.

Thoughcentral governmentdirected, many local governmentsin Chinahavetakenad RS Y 2 firdt,ii A 2 y
resettlementlatere approach causingyillagersto losetheir homeswithout alternativeaccommodation
Villagerswho haverefusedto signcomplianceagreementshavebeen subjectedto intimidation, forced
demolitionsandbeatings Parentsstaying behindat home havefacedharassmentn the form of digging

up their fields,destructionof crops,powerandwater cuts,and vandalismof their homes

Figure6: Januaryl5 at CaixiCity,HetoudianVillage,densifed Longquarn_.akeCommunityin ShandongProvinceSource Xinhua.

IndigenoudPeoples

The UN Sgecial Rapporteuron the rights of indigenouspeoplesalsohad advisedthe UN HumanRights
Councilandthe globalpublicaboutthe way statesof emergencyduring COVIBL9restrictionsare further
marginalzing indigenouscommunitiesand militarizing their territories. Thispracticeaugursa looming
trend of land rightsviolationson the horizontargetingindigenouspeoplewho are especiallyulnerable.
TheVDBhas capturedongoingviolations dispossessingdigenouspeoplesof their land, rangingfrom
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http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21sZaQ=
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwic4OyjnaXsAhWAShUIHfPaB8wQFjAAegQIAxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2013%2F06%2F16%2Fworld%2Fasia%2Fchinas-great-uprooting-moving-250-million-into-cities.html&usg=AOvVaw2Muk_RHLiz9pwXNeK1IE7t
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/08/28/chin-a28.html
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25893&LangID=E

casesgmplicatingprospectorsand ranchersin the BrazilianAmazonto loggingand palm-oil investorsin
Indonesiato miningand extractivismin C A y f Sayhiuaat leastone attempt at violent evictionhas
beenreportedin Guatemalawhere, in April, the VDBrecordedprivate securityagentstryingto remove
Mayav €nchicommunitymembersfrom land covetedby private palmoil companiesoperatingin the
region.In defenseagainstthe invadersthe Mayav Q S I|wer&léft to their own devices.

Alsoin Bangladeshevictionhasdoggedindigenousfamiliesof Musroil villagein the O 2 dzy” tokef &
RajshahDistrict. There,the CatholicChurchhasbeenincrementallyevictingthe community,reportedly
to makeway for a new conventto be built on Churchclaimedland. Theland hasbeenthe subjectof
the residentscouldinhabitthe land andthe housingbuilt there for them. Emblematids the caseof Mary
Biswas40,aPahariaCatholiovidow and mother of three, who wasforcedout of her propertyin Musroil
villageat the end of February2020,after churchofficialspadlockedher house.

ByMay 2020,land in Brazilwasthe subjectof five conflictsper day, a 23%increasefrom 2018, with 32
landdefendersmurderedsofar in 2020 Valedo Javarihometo the Kanamarpeoplein Amazonastate,
wasone of the indigenougeservegnostvulnerableto COVIBEL9 dueto contactwith wild-catminersand
illegalloggers Finallyin July,a Braziliancourt ordered 20,000gold minersremovedfrom YanomamPark
and ordered the JairBolnaro Administrationto devisean immediate planto stop the spreadof the
pandemicto the park.

Figure 7: A meetingbetweenyanomamandY e 6 k Jeaderato strategizetheir defenseagainstland invaders Source:Victor
Moriyama/ISA.
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http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qZqU=
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21raKw=
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21raKo=
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=Finland:-Demand-to-Stop-Mining-Saami-Land&id=p3FqZQ==#.X3okYmgza70
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Guatemala:-Evicting-Maya-Q%E2%80%99eqchi%60-amid-COVID-19&id=p3FnbA==#.XwUr_h17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Guatemala:-Evicting-Maya-Q%E2%80%99eqchi%60-amid-COVID-19&id=p3FnbA==#.XwUr_h17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Guatemala:-Evicting-Maya-Q%E2%80%99eqchi%60-amid-COVID-19&id=p3FnbA==#.XwUr_h17lNd
http://hlrn.org/news.php?title=Guatemala:-Evicting-Maya-Q%E2%80%99eqchi%60-amid-COVID-19&id=p3FnbA==#.XwUr_h17lNd
http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21ra6c=
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=Evicted-Indigenous-People-in-Manaus&id=p3Fnaw==#.X35B9vZuJi4
http://www.hlrn.org/news.php?title=Brazil:-Court-Orders-Miners-Quit-Yanomami-Land&id=qGhmZw==#.X35CCvZuJi4

RefugeesMigrantsandDisplacedPersons

Asnoted above,refugees migrantsand displacedpersonsare amongthe mostvulnerablegroupsat any
giventime, let alongduring their complexcrisis while now facinga globalpandemic.Theirplight in the
contextof COVIBEL9 becamesymbolizedy the 8 Septembei2020destructionby fire of Méria Campon
the Greeklslandof LesbosModria, originallyconstructedto house 3,000refugeesand asylumseekers,
insteadhostedanestimatedl3,000at the time of the blaze It alreadyhadearnedthe distinction,in 2018,
ascdthe worstrefugeecampon earthé and,in 2019,wascalledda concentrationcampon Europearsoild €
TheGreekgovernmentmaintainsthat that the fires were started deliberatelyby migrantsprotestingthe
lockdownimposeddueto a Covid19 outbreakamongthe camppopulation

RivallingMéria in its miseryhasbeenthe notorious RukbanCampof displacedSyriansin a desertno-
Y I ylénd at the crux of the Syrian,Jordanianand Iraqi borders. Tensof thousandsof Syriansbegan
arrivingthere in 2015after arduousjourneysto escapethe war in Syriaand the so-calledIslamicState
militias. Within a year, the population grew to some 70,000, but hasdeclinedto about 10,000today.
Physicabnd weather conditionsare insufferablein any seasonwhile the campremainsmostly cut off
from relief convoysandinhabitantshaveto rely onirregularandcostlysuppliessmuggledn.

Figure8: Workingwith two other volunteers EuturNafra (left) demonstrateshow to washyour handsproperlyto mitigate the
riskof COVIEL9. Sheis oneof a numberof womenworkingto raisecommunityawarenes®n COVIBEL9in April2020at the Abnaa
Mhin IDPcampin northernldlib Governoraten Syia. Source OCHA.

Although COVIEL9 had been spreadingin both Syriaand Jordan,no casehad been found in Rukban

However after Jordaniansecurity officials forcibly transferred 10 Syrianrefugeesthere from W2 NR I y Q&

AzragCampon 10 August two of whom tested positivefor COVIBEL9, introducingthe diseasgo Rukban
for the first time.
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http://www.hlrn.org/violation.php?id=p21qbKc=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8v-OHi3iGQI
https://www.illustre.ch/magazine/jean-ziegler-avons-recree-camps-concentration
file:///E:/HIC-HLRN/Publications/Habitat%20Day%20reports/HD%202020/Covid
http://www.hic-mena.org/violation.php?id=p21sZKw=




























