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UA-025-2006: INDONESIA: Forced eviction renders hundreds homeless and threatens security of others
INDONESIA: Right to housing; Due process
------------------------------------------------------
Dear friends,
It has come to the attention of the Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) that on 11 January 2006, approximately 125 semi-permanent houses were bulldozed by the local authorities, evicting 140 families from their homes in Kampung Melayu, Jatinegara, East Jakarta, Indonesia. 
 
This incident is the latest in a series of forced evictions related to the 35 kilometers Double-Double Track Railway Project (DDT) along East Jakarta-Cikarang. Previous evictions occurred in Pisangan Timur, Jatinegara, East Jakarta on 4 January 2006. Approximately 458 buildings in Pisangan Timur were destroyed and 489 families are now homeless, living in temporary tents. 
  
An estimated 1,817 buildings in East Jakarta will be affected by this railway project, which means that thousands of people will be rendered homeless. Furthermore, the project would also
pose threats to the rights of people living along the railway track, particularly to their right to an adequate standard of living.
The AHRC urges you to write to the relevant authorities demanding that no further forced evictions occur, and that the victims of the previous evictions are given suitable compensation and alternative housing. The Indonesian government ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on 30 September 2005, and must take all measures to uphold its obligations under the Covenant.
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DETAILED INFORMATION:
On 11 January 2006, approximately 125 semi-permanent houses were bulldozed by civil and military officers, forcibly evicting 140 families from their homes in Kampung Melayu, Jatinegara, East Jakarta. Although some houses are still standing, the tenants have chosen to live in temporary tents around the neighborhood with the other evictees, afraid of intimidation and harassment if they continue living in their homes. Their conditions are worsened by the rainy season; nearly everyday there are heavy rain falls. No alternative housing arrangements have been made for the victims, and they have also not been given any compensation.
This incident is the latest in a series of forced evictions related to the 35 kilometers Double-Double Track Railway Project (DDT) along East Jakarta-Cikarang. Previous evictions occurred in Pisangan Timur, Jatinegara, East Jakarta on 4 January 2006. Approximately 458 buildings in Pisangan Timur were destroyed and 489 families are now homeless, living in temporary tents. 
  
An estimated 1,817 buildings in East Jakarta will be affected by this railway project, which means that thousands of people will be rendered homeless. The specific houses affected by the DDT are namely:  46 Kebon Manggis, 118 Kampung Melayu, 101 Rawabunga, 298 Pisangan Baru, 481 Pisangan Timur, 110 Jatinegara Kaum, 198 Jatinegara, 140 Penggilingan, 181 Pulogebang and 160 Cipinang. Furthermore, the project would also pose threats to the rights of people living along the railway track, particularly their right to an adequate standard of living.
They DDT project is managed by Indonesia's Department of Transportation, Directorate General of Land Transportation. The executor of the forced eviction is the (administrative) Orderliness Police under Major City of East Jakarta supported by Police Units from East Jakarta. The Indonesian government has received funds for this project from the Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC).
The AHRC urges the Indonesian authorities to ensure that no further forced evictions occur and that the victims of the previous evictions are given suitable compensation and alternative housing. The Indonesian government ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on 30 September 2005, and must take all measures to uphold its obligations under the Covenant.
Suggested action:
Please send letters to the authorities below, urging them to respect the housing rights of Indoneisan citizens. 
Sample letter:
Dear  ________,
RE: INDONEISA: Forced eviction renders hundreds homeless and threatens security of others
It has come to my attention that on 11 January 2006 approximately 125 semi-permanent houses were bulldozed by civil and military officers, forcibly evicting 140 families from their homes in Kampung Melayu, Jatinegara, East Jakarta. Although some houses are still standing, the tenants have chosen to live in temporary tents around the neighborhood with the other evictees, afraid of intimidation and harassment if they continue living in their homes. Their conditions are worsened by the present rainy season. No alternative housing arrangements have been made for the victims, and they have also not been given any compensation.
I am even more concerned that this incident is the latest in a series of forced evictions related to the 35 kilometers Double-Double Track Railway Project (DDT) along East Jakarta-Cikarang. Previous evictions occurred in Pisangan Timur, Jatinegara, East Jakarta on 4 January 2006. Approximately 458 buildings in Pisangan Timur were destroyed and 489 families are now homeless, living in temporary tents. 
  
An estimated 1,817 buildings in East Jakarta will be affected by this railway project, which means that thousands of people will be rendered homeless. The specific houses affected by the DDT are namely:  46 Kebon Manggis, 118 Kampung Melayu, 101 Rawabunga, 298 Pisangan Baru, 481 Pisangan Timur, 110 Jatinegara Kaum, 198 Jatinegara, 140 Penggilingan, 181 Pulogebang and 160 Cipinang. Furthermore, the project would also pose threats to the rights of people living along the railway track, particularly their right to an adequate standard of living.
For this reason, I urge you to prevent any further forced evictions and ensure that the victims of the previous evictions are given suitable compensation and alternative housing. The Indonesian government ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on 30 September 2005, and must take all measures to uphold its obligations under the Covenant.
Yours sincerely,
-----------------------
SEND LETTERS TO:
1. Mr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono         
President Republic of Indonesia 
Presidential Palace 
Jakarta Istana Negara 
INDONESIA 
Tel: +62 21 384 5627 ext. 1003
Fax: +62 21 345 7782
2. Minister of Transportation
Mr. Hatta Radjasa
Department of Transportation
Jl. Merdeka Barat, No.8
Jakarta 10110
Tel: 62 21 345 6332
Fax: 62 21 345 1657
 
3. Governor of Jakarta
Leut. Gen. (ret). Sutiyoso
City Hall, Jl. Medan Merdeka Selatan No.8-9, 
Jakarta,
Indonesia, 
Fax: +62 21 384 8653
 
4. Mayor East Jakarta
DR. H. Koesnan A Halim, SH, MM
Jl. Sentra Primer Baru Timur
Pulogebang, Jakarta Timur 13950
Tel/Fax: +62 21 4800463
  
5. Chairperson of National Commission of Human Rights (Komnas HAM) 
Mr. Abdul Hakim Garuda Nusantara 
Jl. Latuharhary No. 4B Menteng 
Jakarta Pusat 10310
INDONESIA
Tel: +62 21 3925230
Fax: +62 21 3151042/3925227
E-mail: info@komnasham.or.id
6. Mr. Miloon Kothari 
UN Special Rapporteur on adequate housing 
Att: Ms. Cecilia Moller 
Room 4-066/010 
UNOG-OHCHR, CH-1211, Geneva 10 
SWITZERLAND 
Tel: +41 22 917 9265 
Fax: +41 22 917 9010 
Thank you.
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