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AFGHANISTAN

COUNTRY INFORMATION

46,000
New displacements (Disasters)

(1 January - 31 December 2020)

1,117,000
Total number of IDPs (Disasters)

(as of 31 December 2020)

404,000
New displacements (Con�ict and violence)

(1 January - 31 December 2020)

3,547,000
Total number of IDPs (Con�ict and violence)

(as of 31 December 2020)

OVERVIEW

Afghanistan faces one of the world’s most acute internal displacement crises as it suffers protracted con�ict and insecurity as well as recurring
disasters, including droughts, �oods, storms and earthquakes. Displacement has become a common coping strategy for many Afghans and, in some
cases, an inevitable feature of life for multiple generations. Humanitarian needs
(https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/�les/documents/�les/afghanistan_humanitarian_needs_overview_2021.pdf
Analysis-Report_September-2019_�nal-2.pdf) are high and the situation is further complicated by widespread poverty, unemployment, and lack of
access to basic services. 

Over 404,000 new displacements associated with con�ict and violence were recorded in 2020, and there were 3.5 million people internally displaced as
a result at the end of the year. This latter �gure is an 18 per cent increase compared with 2019 and the highest �gure in more than a decade. Disasters
throughout 2020 triggered more than 46,000 new displacements, with most displacements caused by �ooding in March, May, and August, particularly
affecting the eastern provinces.
Print page

ABOUT THE FIGURES:

New displacements (disasters): This corresponds to the latest reported occurrences of disaster-related internal displacement. This refers to a number of movements, and not people, as individuals can be displaced
several times, and the data we collect does not always re�ect this.

New displacements (con�ict or violence): This corresponds to new instances of internal displacement that occurred in 2019. This refers to a number of movements, and not people, as individuals can be displaced
several times, and the data we collect does not always re�ect this.

Total number of IDPs (con�ict or violence): This corresponds to the total number of people living in internal displacement as a result of con�ict or violence as of 31 December 2019.

Total number of IDPs (disasters): This corresponds to the total number of people living in internal displacement estimated by IDMC using empirical information, as a result of disasters as of 31 December 2019.

You can �nd more information about our metrics and data model here (/monitoring-tools/data-model).
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Annual con�ict and disaster displacement �gures
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RISK OF FUTURE DISPLACEMENT

Average expected number of displacements per year – for sudden-onset hazards:

Total: 137,154

IDMC uses information about the probability of future hazard scenarios to model displacement risk based on probable housing destruction. Find out how
we calculate our metrics here (/database/global-displacement-risk-model) and explore the likelihood of future displacement around the world here
(/disaster-risk-model).

78,153  
Earthquake

59,001  
Flood

DRIVERS OF DISPLACEMENT

The history of con�ict displacement in Afghanistan goes back to the late 1970s. War between the Soviet-backed government and mujahideen
�ghters and the Soviet occupation triggered large-scale internal displacement and refugee �ows in the 1980s. The fall of the government in
1992, ensuing ethnic con�ict between mujahideen factions and the rise of the Taliban in the late 1990s displaced millions more.

In response to the 9/11 attacks in the United States by members of the Taliban-backed al-Qaeda network, NATO and US forces launched
parallel military interventions in Afghanistan. Con�ict between the US-backed Northern Alliance and the Taliban escalated, as did inter-
ethnic violence, fuelling further years of large-scale internal displacement. Con�ict has continued to destabilise Afghan society and cause
civilian casualties and mass displacement in recent years. The number of new con�ict displacements rose steadily between 2009 and 2016,
driven by an increase in violence by non-state armed groups, including ISIL af�liates. Counterinsurgency operations by the Afghan army and,
to a lesser extent, international security forces also pushed people into displacement.

The US signed an agreement (https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Agreement-For-Bringing-Peace-to-Afghanistan-
02.29.20.pdf) with the Taliban in February 2020, which led to a lull in �ghting and a considerable reduction in displacement in March.
However, the violence reignited in May and June, triggering new displacement. Later in the year, for the �rst time since 2001, representatives
of the Taliban and Afghan government of�cials kickstarted of�cial intra-Afghan talks (https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/09/1072222) in
September in Doha.

As the talks started, the security situation continued to deteriorate ( 1 January to 30 September 2020” 27 October 2020. ). Nearly 20,000
new displacements were recorded in the northern province of Kunduz after clashes between government forces and the Taliban in
September 2020. Violence continued across the country in the last three months of the year. Southern provinces, more recently spared from
the worst of the con�ict, were affected. An attack by Taliban factions in Lashkargah, the capital of Helmand province, triggered more than
20,000 new displacements in a single day in October.

Afghanistan is regularly affected by a variety of natural hazards
(http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/284301491559464423/pdf/114097-WP-P155025-PUBLIC-afghanistan-low.pdf), including
�oods, landslides, earthquakes, and drought, which destroy homes and infrastructure and cause many  to �ee their homes, including some
already displaced by con�ict and violence.

In 2020, widespread �ooding between March and May, and in August, triggered around 39,000 new displacements in total. This included one
major event on 25-27 August when �ash �oods led to 14,000 new displacements in the eastern provinces. Extreme winter conditions,
including avalanches, hailstorm, and winter storms, also triggered displacement in 2020. At the end of the year, 1.1 million people were
estimated to be displaced by disasters.

PATTERNS OF DISPLACEMENT

People displaced by con�ict and violence tend to try to stay as close as possible (https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/�les/2014-
annual-report-on-protection-of-civilians-�nal.pdf) to their homes, moving from rural areas to the provincial capital or a neighbouring
province. Many IDPs seek shelter in urban areas, in informal or unplanned settlements at a higher risk of tenure insecurity and disasters
(https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/downloads/background_papers/HirschHolland_FinalPaper.pdf). 



Fe
ed

ba
ck

https://www.internal-displacement.org/database/global-displacement-risk-model
https://www.internal-displacement.org/disaster-risk-model
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Agreement-For-Bringing-Peace-to-Afghanistan-02.29.20.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/09/1072222
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/1%20January%20to%2030%20September%202020%E2%80%9D%2027%20October%202020.
http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/284301491559464423/pdf/114097-WP-P155025-PUBLIC-afghanistan-low.pdf
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/2014-annual-report-on-protection-of-civilians-final.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/downloads/background_papers/HirschHolland_FinalPaper.pdf


9/12/21, 7:18 PM Afghanistan | IDMC

https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/afghanistan 4/5

Some IDPs �ee violence for a relatively short time, but many are displaced for longer periods
(http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20716&LangID=E) because the deteriorating security situation
has made it ever more dif�cult for people to return home. A survey (http://www.internal-
displacement.org/sites/default/�les/publications/documents/201211-me-afghanistan-challenges-of-idp-protection-country-en.pdf)of more
than 1,000 displaced households found as far back as 2012 that 11 per cent had been displaced for more than a decade, and nearly 50 per
cent for at least two years. The duration of people’s displacement also in�uences their decisions about returning. People living in protracted
displacement struggle to meet their families’ food needs and �nd employment just as much as those displaced more recently.

IMPACTS

The compounding impacts of con�ict and disasters have exacted a heavy toll
(https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/�les/resources/AFG_REACH_WoAA_MSNI-Analysis-Report_September-2019_�nal-2.pdf) on the
population. In 2020, 11.15 million people (http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-
map/en/c/1152907/#:~:text=Between%20November%202020%20and%20March,Phase%203)%20and%20nearly%204.3) were estimated
to be experiencing high levels of acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3 or above). This is particularly true for IDP
(https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/�les/documents/�les/afghanistan_humanitarian_needs_overview_202
whose ability to maintain adequate food consumption and nutrition is hindered by tenure insecurity and unemployment.  

Shelter needs are particularly acute, with a recent assessment indicating shelter needs as the second priority need after food. The majority of
IDPs live in informal settlements (https://www.nrc.no/perspectives/2020/how-ana-got-a-roof-over-her-head/) and makeshift shelters. IDPs
who settle on government or private land are at heightened risk of eviction (https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-
report/grid2019/downloads/background_papers/HirschHolland_FinalPaper.pdf) and inadequate shelter also makes people more vulnerable
to the impacts of sudden-onset disasters such as �oods and avalanches, heightening their risk of secondary displacement
(https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/�les/documents/�les/afghanistan_humanitarian_needs_overview_202
Conditions in informal settlements are dire and IDPs often lack access to water and sanitation facilities and face acute protection concerns.
IDP and refugee households report high levels of early marriage, gender-based violence, and exploitation.

WHAT'S BEHIND OUR DATA?

LATEST FIGURE ANALYSIS

Learn more about the sources of our �gures, as well as our methodologies and caveats. (PDF, 174 KB) (/sites/default/�les/2021-05/�gure-
analysis-afg.pdf)

POLICY DEVELOPMENTS AND LEGAL FRAMEWORKS

Afghanistan adopted a national policy on IDPs (https://www.refworld.org/docid/52f0b5964.html) in 2014. It addresses displacement
triggered by both con�ict and disasters and includes provisions for durable solutions and prevention. The policy also outlines the roles and
responsibilities of various ministries (https://www.samuelhall.org/publications/morrunhcrnrc-afghanistan-national-idp-policy-brief) and
departments in implementing the policy, with the Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation (MoRR) as the institutional focal point. However, the
implementation of the policy remains limited
(https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/�les/resources/ADSP_2019_A%2BLong%2BWay%2BHome.pdf). 

The country also adopted the policy framework for returnees and IDPs (https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b27b0504.html) in 2017, which
outlines short, medium and long-term measures to ensure their reintegration into society.

FOLLOW US GET IN TOUCH

 info@idmc.ch (mailto:info@idmc.ch)

LEGAL
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 (https://www.facebook.com/IDMC.Geneva)

 (https://www.twitter.com/IDMC_Geneva)


(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKEgRCcKKPNezkF3FLlfBRQ)

 (https://www.linkedin.com/company/idmc-geneva)

Sign up to our monthly newsletter for the latest

news on displacement from around the world

Email Address

Sign up

 +41 22 552 3600

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) 

3 Rue de Varembé, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Privacy notice (https://www.internal-

displacement.org/privacy-policy-website)

Terms of use (https://www.internal-

displacement.org/terms-of-use)

IDMC is a part of 
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