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Documented demolitions: January to June 2003 (as reported by
Urban Poor Associates)

Chlareh:
In front o Sandigan
Commonmeth

Avenue, Quezon City

Fity esidntil | commerial stetres were demolihd by the DPWH
for the government’s road widening projet. The afected familics were
offersd rscttlment in Bitungol, Noragaray, Bulacan. They received
notics of demaliton in Janwry 2003 The DPWH had o pror clearance
from PCUP. The familics complained shout MMDA confscaton of this
posessions such s cooking unsils and urmitue.

Thtareh:
Panama Veterans
Village Brgy. Holy
Spirit, Quezon City

Three hundred amilics lost their howses durng @ demoliton ordered
by the Court. They lost ther jectment cas at the Supreme Cour. The
people did ot resistthe demaliton. A backhoc machine was wsed during
the evicton during which 10 SWAT and § policemen wer: present. A Mr.
Que claimed ownership o the ind. The affected milis received a S
day notice from the courtsherff on March 3. Demliton took plce an
Marh 7. The people ar sll in the area and want 10 negotate with the
landowner with he intetion of buying his Lnd. They want 10 use the
CMPandhave ssked the PCUPand LGU for sssistace. Thereis dispute
s o orgisatons n the arsa stated that they had e deads to th land,
while the other organisatin imended 1o negotatewith th L owner

20 March -5,
Peter's Charch,
Commonmeth
Avenue, Quezon City

“AMMDA demelition v demelshed en sructurs along Commomveal
Avenue, ear St. Peter’s Church, The demoliton was sondusted sthout
prior cléarnce from PCUP.

Lastwesk o March:
Kaipunan Road, UP
Diliman, Quezon City

MDA demelished the stmctures of 150 famles along C-5. 11 did ot
offer elocation. 1 had no prior clearane from PCUP.

2April - Sungandaan,
Caloncan City

The houses of more than 500 fumilies were demolished s part of the
sovernment’s North Rail project.Soms famiies wers tken o Towerville
for lotanly relocation. The thersrefised to be relocatd. They proposed
that instcad o cearing 15 meres, th govermment reduce he dearing to
10 mtres s tht they could tay inthe remaining space.

Policamen, SWAT, MDA demoliton crws, and a Caloocan dermolion
crew took part in the demolition, Backhocs were wed 1o demolish
commercial stablishments. NHA, CHR, PCUP and HUDCC persomel
were present.The demaliton had priorclearunce from PCUP.

9 April - Foremost,
RCAM, Corte Real
Streets. Intramuros,
Manila

Some 124 families wers evited and elocated o Kasglahan Villzge | in
Mantalban. They were occupying lands privately owned by Ms_Barcelon.
Mania City Hall provided mnsportaton. Manila DSWD provided food
for three days The process was peaceful, mnly because negotatons with
the landawner and the goverment had been ongeing sine the previous
year. PCUP sssised the people
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L Aprl - Sam Miguel
Malacanang

Manta Ciy Hall demolshed the howes of 25 familics cecupying an
lley in the ara. The govemmen offered PIS 000 a5 compensation o
six familis, while the rest (who did not meet th pre-qualification surey
conducted by the cty government) did not ressive any compensation
Other sructure halders recived P6 000 rentrs were anly given P2 000,
PCUP asisted the il

Commonmaith,
Quezon City

Some 150 amilis were evictedby the MMDA from 1104 May. They dd
ot eceie any writien notice or were they offered relocation They went
tothe Carangay chairman for sesistance. The chsirman and the peoplevwent
o the UPAO, th office of the Mayor and PCUP. PCUP filed a complaint
atthe CHR.

T2 May By 654
Intramaros, Manita

Some 23 familcs volnanly dismamled thei hoes. They were relocated
WKL

12 May : FF Cruz, L
Mesa, Quezmn Ciey

Some 42 amilies voluntarly dismaniled their houses. The MWSS gave.
ach family P10 000 s inancial ssistance whie the HUDCC promised
lots.

Socond weckf
May: Banana Island,
Intramaros, Manila

familis voluntarly dismantled e houses and were relocated
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20 May - East Avense,
across the Philippine
Heart Centre, Quezon.
iy

“Nemlany coloneledhe demo i of e ovsesof 2 fam s along Bt
‘Avenue, He came a1 07030 and told the afected amilics 0 gt whatever
property they would like o save as demolition would start a 0K, The
emalton crew arived a 08HO0 and startd thei busingss,

The demaliton caught the communiy by surpris as i the previous diys
they had b involved in consulatons with government agencis such s
the DENR-NCR, PCUP and th Quezan City Hall DENR owned th and.
thad requested the local govemment o condiuct the demaliion

DENR-NCR Dirsctor Corzon Davis was nothappy with the negotatons
and she tumed to the MMDA for help. MMDA sent 15-day demoliton
notices 0 theafected Familcs citng volatons ofPD 772. UPA repanded
by witing 1o MMDA asking or th postponerment ofthe demoliion s the
Marcos la had been repeald i 1998

The demaliton was volent. The demolition leder thratensd people with
i gun. Some 10 polcemen accompanied him. Guns were fred

Danie Reyes, son ofthe Prsidentof the people’s organistion, was mavled
by S MMDA men. Dante had just alighted from 4 bus and was rushing
o their place which was being demolshed. Unforunatly in his haste
e bumped int the demoliton esder who intrprsted Dante's sction s
intentional. They then loaded Dante in ane of the MMDA sehicles and
tock i 3 Balntawak precinc. The pople have notscen Dante nor s
fathersnce the ncident.

Alocal woman who took icturs of the demolionreccived the s of the
leader of the demolition who grabbed her by the neck and hreaencd 1o do
er hirm i she wovid not tum over the camers orthe roll of flm o him,
The woman reused

Some of the memhers of the community went 10 the Commission on
Human Rights offic 1o ask that it send personnel 10 the demoiton st
They wer old thatthe person in charge was not around and were asked
for anc ofhem to wait forthe person'saival The people e# n disgust
The demolitoncrew took away the housing materals of the poor imilcs.
They were not informed wher: the mateials were aken.

Twelve affcted fmiles transfered 10 the adjacent DENR land. The
DENR ssid any six would be accepted but the people, with the help of
PCUP, insisted on 12 fumilcs.

The demaliton had o prir clearance fom PCUP.
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28 May - Quezon
Bridge Creekside,
Bryy. St Cruz,
Quezon City

“Approvimately 100 familes st their hwses, A mliary colanel 1 the
demolsion operaton. There was no noticsgiven, no cansulaton with the
fanilcssnd no rlogaton offered. The demoliion took lace n the by
rains accompanying Typhoon Chedeng. The evicted familes were pat of
thetotal 123 familis hat MMDA wanted 1o svict.

MMDA offred t0 give them temporary shelicr in Fabella Compound
of the DSWD in Mandaluyong Cit. They were tod not o bring thei
housing materials but anly a e persanal s, UPA laer calld Fabella
Compound and was informed they were ot allowed to receive victed
familcs.

The demolton had no pricrclearance from PCUP. The evicted failis
were emporaily howsed at the Tomayo building owned by the Barangay
Council

23 June - San Siman.
Road. Commonvealth
Avenne, Quezon City

MDA dermolished S0 houses, imcloding 4 childears centre for poar
and speial children that @ loca organisation hud built with the help of
donations from private organisatons and individals.

MMDA personnel verbally informed the residents on the Friday sboutthe.
impending demolition, which ook place he following Monday. MMDA
wsed @ mechanical backhos. Confronted by the Barangay chairman,
MMDA personne ited an existing MMDA resolution which authorzed
theMMDA 0y out demoliions without priarwarning. The demalition
ud o priorclearance from the PCUP,

The case of the Philippines ilustrates an important lesson in relation 1o the work of UN-
HABITAT and its partners. A Secure Tenure Campaign was launched in October 2003 in the
Philippines, with the adopion of & joint declaation which committed the Government 1o avoid

foreed evictions; and a vy proges

ive Presidential Decree making idle public land availzble

for social housing to benef the urban poor. The ongaing violations listed above illustrae that
political will, even when expressed offcally n events of high visibilit, ae not suffcient to
‘avoid breaches to housing rights and that local and international pastners need 1o establish
monitoring mechanisms to ensure that al parties adhere to their commitments,




