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China
More than 40 million Chinese farmers lost their land and livelihoods in the past 20 years due to rapid industrialisation and urbanisation. At least 1.25 million households were demolished and nearly 3.7 million people evicted and relocated throughout China in the past decade, causing widespread suffering to thousands of communities across the country. The lack of legal remedies to resist these evictions, the inadequate compensation and resettlement provided to those evicted, the use of extreme force in carrying out evictions, and police brutality towards those protesting against land grabs and forced evictions are testimony to the Chinese Government’s ruthless contempt for housing rights. COHRE is particularly concerned about the forced evictions of at least 400,000 people carried out in Beijing in connection with the upcoming 2008 Summer Olympic Games – a figure to which the Beijing Municipal State Land Administration itself admits. Removing people from their homes against their will is not only a human rights violation, but contrary to the ‘Olympic Spirit’ as well.” 

The Chinese Government has admitted that half the current demand for real estate in China is being met by local government-backed demolitions and evictions.
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