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	On 14 June, 42 families from La Yuca suffered forced eviction for the second time, even though they have land titles given by the Institute for Agrarian Reform and Colonization (IERAC), now called National Institute for Agrarian Development (INDA).    

	Profile

	Palenque Canton is located in the province of Los Ríos. Its economy is predominantly based on the culture of corn and rice, but also of beans, cacao, yucca and other fruits. Palenque Canton, besides being one of the poorest cantons in Ecuador, has also one of the highest criminality rates in the province. Since 2000, 16 assassinations have been committed, all of them related to land conflicts, and no one has been made responsible for these crimes.

On 14 June, hundreds of policemen attacked physically and psychologically 42 families in La Yuca, Palenque, and forced them off their land, burning their houses and destroying with bulldozers a total of 42 homes. The police officers took the school children out of the local school "18 de Junio" and prevented many peasants from harvesting their corn cultures. According to the local press, dozens of policemen continue in the area using the school as provisional detachment. This is already the second time that an eviction takes place in La Yuca. On Friday, 16 September 2005, dozens of families were brutally evicted from La Yuca and from other 5 land areas by 400 members of the National Police, who destroyed a total of 13 homes. Testimonies gathered in a visit carried out by FIAN International reveal that during the first eviction the local school "18 de Junio" was destroyed when 52 children were in class, provoking anguish and fear.

Forty years ago, the families received titles from the former Institute for Agrarian Reform and Colonization (IERAC), now called National Institute for Agrarian Development (INDA). However, on 8 March 1998, the INDA established in a resolution that 4,600 hectares - including, among others, La Yuca - belong to the family Pimentel Delgado and to Ms Martha Delgado Coello, Mr. Pimentel's widow. The peasants assure that the alleged proprietors have never worked nor lived in these lands, and they have appealed for judicial review at the INDA before the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock. On 26 April 2006, the Minister of Agriculture and Livestock promised, together with the representatives of other State institutions, to solve the land conflict in Palenque, and therefore peasants affected by this situation expected and expect that he keeps his word.

	Mandate
Ecuador is a State Party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and has therefore the international law obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the human right to feed oneself. The UN General Comment 7 (1997) establishes and defines the prohibition of forced evictions, and General Comment 12 (1999) emphasizes that the State should refrain from taking any measure that can deprive vulnerable people from their livelihood, such as, for example, forced evictions of peasant groups. By ordering the eviction from their land, the INDA prevents the families in La Yuca from having access to their livelihood, which clearly represents a breach by the Ecuadorian State of its obligation to respect the right to food of these families.                     

	Action

	The respect of the titles given by the IERAC to the families of La Yuca is a condition, in order to allow the families have access to the land and to other resources enabling them to feed themselves. Please, defend the right to food of these families and send the annexed letter that demands the State institutions to take the police forces out of the land, as well as to stop the evictions and respect the titles of the peasants. 
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