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Compensation refused to more than 70,000 people displaced along the border of Bangladesh (December 2005)
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"The Union government has refused to provide funds for the rehabilitation of those who were displaced due to the laying of a fence along the Tripura-Bangladesh border. This has led to resentment among state government officials and the affected people. 

In a recent communiqué Secretary, Border Management, D Shankaran informed the Tripura government that the Centre has no provision for granting funds to the displaced and asked the state to manage from its own resources." (Deccan Herald, 4 December 2005)

The request for compensation was made in March 2005 after more than 10,000 families had been displaced: 

"The Centre has deputed a team of three officials to determine the amount of funds required to compensate over 10,000 families displaced by the erection of a barbed wire fence along Tripura’s 856-km-long border with Bangladesh. 
During his daylong visit to the state on January 30, the state government urged Union home minister Shivraj Patil to immediately compensate the 40,000 people who had been displaced. The Centre deputed the joint secretary (border management) in the Union home ministry, H.S. Brahma, and Planning Commission members B.N. Joginda and Saida Shahida, to make an assessment of the compensation required. 
The officials arrived here yesterday and held a series of meetings with secretary-level officers of the state government. The implementation of centrally-sponsored schemes and utilisation of funds also came up for discussions. 
Sources said the officials would visit the border areas in West and South Tripura to assess the situation. 
The state government had approached the Union home ministry in December for Rs 93 crore to compensate the displaced people.
The central team will verify the authenticity of the claim, the sources said, adding that though the state had demanded Rs 93 crore, additional funds would be required later.
“More than 10,000 families have been displaced so far after the erection of a fence on a 235-km stretch of the border. When the entire length is fenced, more people are sure to be displaced, which will mean that more funds will be needed,” a source said." (The Telegraph, 13 March 2005) 
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