Eviction Alert
Lyari Expressway Karachi Pakistan
 

Government bulldozed over 300 housing and commercial units in Lyari River on 27, 28, 29 June and 1st July 2002. The operation is continued today and more demolition is being reported. The area is now surrounded by the arm forces, and bulldozers are crushing houses.
 

On 21 January 2002 started bulldozing residential areas and other community establishments, including over 1,900 small commercial units, which affected some 9,500 persons who relied on these establishments for their livelihood.  Many poor families also used these small commercial units as residential purposes.
 
On 15 March, the Karachi City Government resumed bulldozing in Shershah. During 15–20 March, the city government bulldozed 67 factories and godowns, where an estimated 8,000 men and women were working.
 
Later on, the municipal authorities stopped evictions and formed a 9-member committee of experts to review this project.  However, even before the committee could meet, the government started the most brutal bulldozing operations ever seen in the history of Karachi.  It is seemed as if a foreign army was attacked the Lyari River territory.

 

Lyari Riverbed affectees had stage a sit-in, and authorities arrested community leaders in response.  The following reports these events:

By our correspondent

KARACHI: A large number of affectees of the Lyari Expressway staged sit-in at Shershah on Thursday [27 June], to block the bulldozers moving toward their buildings as the City Government resumed the operation to remove structures impeding the Lyari Expressway project at Lyari Riverbed.

The City Government's "antiencroachments team," led by Senior Deputy District Officer (Land) Salman Faridi, managed to remove godowns and a residential unit on Thursday morning. However, the team had to stop the operation after the protesters gathered at the site.

Police arrested some of the protesters, including Chairman Action Committee for Civic Problems Baseer Naveed, who was present at the site and was supporting the protesters to get the demolition of their residential units stopped.

"I, along with two other members of the Action Committee, Tariq Aziz and Noor Khan, are still detained at Shershah Police Station," said Baseer Naveed, while talking to the reporters through his cell phone at 10.00 pm.

He informed that the city government demolition team had a list of 100 buildings to be removed during the operation on Thursday. But, he said, they wanted to demolish those residential units too, which were not even included in their list, which forced people to protest.

Some of the protesters were saying that they were not given the alternate plots, asking to the city government team where should they take their families if their houses were demolished. Some of them, whose residential units had been demolished in the earlier phases of the operation, were saying that City Nazim Naimatullah Khan failed to fulfil the promise of giving them alternate shelter, leaving them under open sky.

They said the City Nazim had assured them that the city government would take them into confidence while amending the route plan, prepared earlier by National Highway Authority. However, they claimed the operation was initiated on Thursday without any prior notice.

They said President Pervez Musharraf had issued instructions that the affectees should be rehabilitated on alternative plots prior to demolition of their buildings but alternative plot has not been given to a single affectee so far.

When this writer called the cellular phone of the Senior Deputy District Officer (Land) of the City Government Salman Faridi to seek his department's version, he disconnected his line. The News 28/6/02 

Please send your messages of protest to :

General Pervez Muharraf
President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
Awan-eSaddar
Islamabad, Pakistan


Fax: +92 51 9207656 and 92 51 9270205
 
With copies to:
 
Main Muhammad Soomro

Governor of Sindh

Governor House Adbullah
Haron  Road Karachi 

Fax:. + 92 21 920 5041 or 92 21 920 1215, 92 21 9201226
 
Advocate Namatullah Khan

City Nazim 

KMC Head Office 

M A Jinnah Road
Karachi

Fax: + 92 21 9215117 or 92 21 9215131
 
Tansneem Ahmad Siddiqui, 

Director General Sindh Katchi Abadi Authority
Behind Sindh Assembly Building 

Court Road 

Karachi 

Fax No. + 92 21  9211272
 
Muhammad Younus

Director Urban Resource Centre
3/48 Mualimabad Jamal uddin Afghani Road 

off Khalid Bin Walid Road
Karachi
74800 Pakistan


Tel 92 21 4559275

Fax 92 21 4384288

Urban Resource Centre
3/48 Mualimabad Khalid Bin Walid Road 
Karachi 74800 Pakistan
Tel: 92 21 4559275 Fax 92 21 4384288
E-mail. urc@cyber.net.pk
Web Site www.urckarachi.org
