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[image: image1.png]to build on any part of the area under his control that suited the resident. Some of these
landlords owned as many as 40 wood and galvanis

d steel houses and colleeted significant sums
of money from tenants annually. The communiry was well-cquipped, with faciltics such as
private nursery schools and other private schools of various sizes, as well as health clinics.®
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Rainbow Town was originally home to about 1.2 million people, significant numbers of whom
were from outside Rivers State. It was one of Nigeria's largest slums. Some parcels of land were
under the control of military personnel whose barracks formed past of the communiry. The State
Government collected taxes from Rainbow Town inhabitants: however, the community was
evicted without proper resciilement asrangements. The land is virtually empty now, with only a

few of the evictees having rerurned to the area.

According to the Permanent Sceretary of Rivers State Land and FHousing Burcau (RSLIB), the
land later 0 be called Rainbow Town was acquired in 1964 by the then Lastern Government of
Nigeria through the region’s Housing Co-operation. The Government originally acquired the
land to build low-cost houses. According to some of the community elders, the arca was given
the name ‘Rainbow Town® because it was regarded as one of the most beautiful parts of the city
It later expanded to become the lasgest town in Port Harcourt

In 1967, when the Nigerian civil war over Biafran secession began, the community became a
hiding place for Biafran soldiers. In 1969 it was occupicd by Fiederal troops following the
suppression of Biafran armed resistance. This was the first step towards army occupation of the
entire community. In the years following its military occupation, Rainbow Town grew hoth in
size and in population as military personnel continued to acquire more land in the area

The soldiers became landlords, renting parcels of land to poor peaple who were drawn fo the
area by the relatively low cost of accommodation: they were allowed to ereet makeshift homes of
wooden planks and galvanised steel shects. The majority of people in Rainbow Town had their
tribal origins outside of Rivers State, particularly the Ihibio/Iifik, Igbo, Yoruba and Hausa

I'he Rainbow Town Association’s (RTA%) Public Relations Officer, Mr Owosho Jude Kayode,
describes the town as a ‘Centre of National Uniry’. Uneil recently, previous State Governments

had expressed their intention to demolish the community but had always stopped short of acting

on their intention because the issue of resertlement and compensation for residents remained

unsesolved

During their visit, the COTRIL FIAL ream discovered thar Rainbow Town community members
had paid several forms of tax to the State Government, including development tax, sanitarion
fees, health fees and monthly clecrricity bills

Rainbow Town was comprised of sub-communities including those known as Small London,
New York ‘A%, New York ‘B, Miami Market and Texas Quarters. liach of these was denscly
populated: in many cases, up to eight adults lived in one room measuring less than 8 x 10 m*

The Chairman of the RTA informed the CORIE FIA ream that Rainbow Town land could be
acquired by mecting a landlord (soldier) and paying a token amount of moncy, plus gifis such as

soft drinks, alcohol and, in some cases, a live goat. The lndlosd would then permit the resident
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Livictces claim that the crisis that led to their community’s demolition started in March 2000,
when youths from neighbousing Mkpogu community issucd Rainbow Town residents a verbal
notice to quit, claiming ownership of the land. Other reports show that the events preceding the
demolition were far more complicated, involving many actors — ineluding the miliary, the Ciry
Council and residents of ncighbouring communities — all of whom claimed ownership.**

On the 24 April 2000 Mkpogu youths artacked Rainbow Town, setting fire to several houses and
bearing residents with a varicty of weapons. The Government responded o this arack by
announcing on radio and relevision that all residents of Rainbow Town were to vacate their
homes within one month of the day of the attack.

The Chairman of the RTA told the COTRIL FI ream that the residents had appealed to the
Government to provide aliernative accommodation. The Government’s only concession was to
extend the period of notice to quit by one month, When the extended period expired, the
residents filed a High Court suit against the Government to prevent the demolition, and were
able to obtain an injunction® The RTA Chairman further explained that the Government of
ncighbouring Bayelsa State subsequently challenged the Rivers State Government in court over
its ownership of Rainbow Town land. On 20 July 2000 the matter was struck out of the court
register duc to lack of jurisdiction.

T'he next day bulldozers sent by River State’s Ministry of Works demolished the community. The
demolition wenr ahead even as

a notice to appeal the court’s decision was being simultancously
handed 0 the Stare’s Attorney-General and its Police Commissioner.

A number of people were killed in the ensuing violence; some pregnant women were reposted to
have gone into labour and delivered premarurcly, which led to the death of their babics. An
estimated 1.2 million people were foreibly displaced without alternative housing arrangements or
compensation. Many evictces resorted to slecping in open fields, exposing themselves to
eviction, the cost of housing accommodation in the arca has
doubled, compelling a number of evictees to move their familic

numerous risks. Since this mas

back to their home villages.

The RTAs elected exceutive:

where a large number of the affected military personnel cursently reside. According o RTA
exceutives

co-ordinate their activities from the regimental Police Office,

the residents have unsuccessfully sought Government intervention on the
rescttlement and compensarion issues. It is reported that police officers regularly enter Rainbow
Town to chase people away from the arca.
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