THE STATE OF HOUSING IN AUSTRALIA


* the proportion of low-rent homes has fallen by about 15%
* the proportion of first homebuyers has fallen by about 30%
* average monthly payments on new loans have increased by
about 50% ($500)
* average house prices relative to income have almost doubled
* opportunities to rent public housing have fallen by about 20%
* Currently more than 1.5 million lower-income Australians, especially
renters and recent purchasers, are incurring housing costs above 30% of
their income
* 67,051 recipients of Commonwealth Rent Assistance (in Victoria) pay more
than 30% of income on housing (and hence live in unaffordable housing :
(Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, Australia's Welfare 2003,
Canberra 2003)- almost 200,000 Victorians (about 950,000 Australians receive
CRA)
In terms of evictions, in Victoria (and generally throughout Australia)
landlords must serve a notice to vacate on a tenant if they wish to evict a
tenant. The formal eviction can only occur through an order for possession
at the Tenancy Tribunal (like an informal court run by Government appointed
members). However many tenants will leave simply on receipt of a notice to
vacate. The following figures- from the Residential Tenancies List of the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (Annual Report 2003-4)- indicate
only those
1. Number of applications to VCAT for possession orders 03/04: 33,070
2. Proportion of total applications made to VCAT for possession orders:
31656%
3. Proportion of applications made to VCAT by landlords represented by real
estate agents 04/05: 68%
4. Proportion of applications made to VCAT by private landlords 04/05 7%
4. Proportion of applications made to VCAT by Office of Housing (Public
housing landlord) 04/05: 20%
5. Proportion of applications made to VCAT by tenants 04/04: 6%
(Possession orders are the formal order that evicts a tenant and these
evictions are principally for rent arrears)
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