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Calculating Costs/losses of Evicted/displaced Palestinian Households

in Central al-Khalil/Hebron, 2000 through 2009
The following quantification method is derived from information provided in B’Tselem and Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI), Ghost Town: Israel’s Separation Policy and Forced Eviction of Palestinians from the Center of Hebron (May 2007). That publication reported that Palestinian families vacated 1,014 housing units in central Hebron/al-Khalil due to Israeli police and settler assaults on them and their homes. Without the benefit of a more-detailed chronology of that progression, the following estimate takes a very conservative approach to the values of costs and losses arising from those effective forced evictions, and HIC-HLRN recognizes that the actual figures likely are much higher. 
The number of displacements cited is based on an investigation that took place in November and December 2006 and covers the preceding period. Thus, subsequent evictions are not calculated and would be the subject of further investigation and valuation. The present evaluation seeks only to determine the probable costs and losses of those 1,014 families, including their continuous losses through the time of the case being posted in the HLRN Violation Database (September 2009).

The cited B’Tselem/ACRI survey found that the cost of alternative housing for displaced/evicted families was a minimum of 1,500 Jordanian dinars (JD1,500), or the equivalent of 9,000 Israeli shekels (NIS9,000), or US$2,250 per year. That per-unit loss alone—without factoring the cost of relocation, additional transport costs as a result of relocation, or other nonmonetary costs that come from the loss of community (social capital), social status, market access and other business/livelihood losses, etc.—amounts to some US$ , or € . Also missing from this evaluation are the losses of 1,829 (76%) businesses and livelihoods displaced/evicted in central al-Khalil under the same circumstances (at least 440, or 62.4%, as a result of direct Israeli military orders). Since that particular type of loss is not the subject of HLRN’s specialized monitoring of housing and land rights violations, HLRN does not attempt to quantify such losses here, but recognizes that they certainly are significant and deserve valuation through another, specialized methodology.
HLRN has applied the method of calculating a standard 10% inflation factor on the alternative housing rents that evicted/displaced families have paid in the relevant years preceding and following the published B’Tselem/ACRI survey. Thus, inflation is figured for each year since the eviction/displacement subject of this survey began: 659 (65%) of the central al-Khalil housing units vacated as the result of evictions/ displacements caused during the second intifada (2000–06).
 However, for those years, HLRN counts here only half of the total number of evicted/displaced households as an arbitrary measure to compensate for a more-detailed chronology showing which if the total households were evicted/displaced in each subsequent year. The year 2000 totals are calculated as containing three months of loss/cost for the calculated half of the total number of evicted/displaced families, as the intifada began at the end of September of that year.
Notably also, the available survey data do not indicate how many evicted/displaced households were owners and how many were renters. However, in calculating values, it is the unit of loss that is the subject of calculation, not the identities of the particular debtors or other losers. In the present calculation, the additional outlay on the part of the displaced/evicted family is the subject, while the additional loss to landlords of unrentable units forms another layer of loss not calculated here.

As noted, HLRN has applied the 10% inflation factor to derive the following calculation of the extra financial outlay for evicted/displaced families over time, multiplied at (half of) the number of ultimate evictees/displaced families through 2006, and the total of displaced/evicted households recorded at end-2006 for subsequent years. While additional evictions/displacements are not known from the cited data, the present calculation method does not add to the number of cases cited at end-2006, and assumes only that none of the families absent at end-2006 has returned and, thus, continues to evaluate their continuing losses/costs through the present (end-September 2009):
	Year
	Number of families/units
	Annual costs/losses

	Annual toUAL tal

	2000
	659
	 $ 1,993.90 
	 $    1,313,980.10 

	2001
	659
	 $       41.52 
	 $          27,360.91 

	2002
	659
	 $       92.26 
	 $          60,802.02 

	2003
	659
	 $     205.03 
	 $       135,115.59 

	2004
	659
	 $     455.63 
	 $       300,256.88 

	2005
	659
	 $     506.25 
	 $       333,618.75 

	2006
	659
	 $ 1,125.00 
	 $       741,375.00 

	2007
	1,014
	 $ 2,255.00 
	 $    2,286,570.00 

	2008
	1,014
	 $ 2,480.50 
	 $    2,515,227.00 

	2009
	1,014
	 $ 2,728.55 
	 $    2,766,749.70 

	Total
	
	
	$ 10,481,055.94 














� B’Tselem and ACRI, Ghost Town: Israel’s Separation Policy and Forced Eviction of Palestinians from the Center of Hebron (May 2007), p. 14.


� Only two months worth of losses/costs calculated as rents for the remaining three months of 2000, the year of the second intifada’s beginning, in September 2000. The costs/losses indicated for the years 2001 through 2006 are the result of calculations at half of the total number of evicted/displaced households. Subsequent years are calculated at the total rent losses/costs, assuming that the same number of affected households continues the same level of cost/loss, subject only to the 10% inflation factor.
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