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Further Background information

The Narmada Valley Development Project has been a subject of interest over the whole 19th Century. The project has been projected from the beginning to affect more than 40,000 families from 245 villages in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat. When the government of Maharashtra set up a Task Force
 to carry a survey, between December 2001 and August 2002, on the consequences of the project, it showed drastically higher numbers.

The Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) has been advocating the rights of the dam-affected people since the mid 1980s. It took the issues of the affected people to the Supreme Court of India in 1994.  Further construction of the dam was stayed till 1999 after which dam height was increased from 80m to 85m.

In its latest decision on 18 October 2000, the Supreme Court of India ruled that any further increase in the dam height would require the clearance of the R&R Subgroup of the Narmada Control Authority. The R&R subgroup would consult the Grievances Redressal Authorities that the Supreme Court set up in 1999 for Gujarat, and in 2000 for Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. On 9 September 2002, the Supreme Court made their role crucial as it said that with the GRAs, there was no need for the Court to interfere. In reality, they have not been given the capacity to independently verify or adequately resolve the complaints. 

Many of the victims of the project are now in the streets and slums of major cities, while those who have been rehabilitated reported that they have lost food security, grazing land, agricultural land and their livelihood. Even in the oldest rehabilitation sites like Aggar, the people do not have access to most basic facilities, and sometimes are even not given cultivable land.

Viable alternatives like the efforts that villagers in Rajasthan and Gujarat have made to fight water scarcity—the official reason for the dam project—by developing new ways for water harvesting and conservation should also be taken into more serious consideration. 

� The Task Force still exists and is composed of officials, affected people and activists with the mandate to ascertain the actual number of affected families at 90 m, 93 m, 100m, and full dam height (138,68 m).





