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In May 2004, 90 Q’eqchi indigenous families were violently evicted from their homes in the Trece Aguas farm. They were all born on the farm, as were many of their parents and grandparents, and were employed to work the land. The majority of those evicted now live in abject poverty in nearby towns. With no land to grow crops, the community depend on food handouts from the local church, local municipal governments and surrounding communities. 
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On 19 May 2004, between 500 and 700 police officers and some 50 of the Trece Aguas farm’s private security guards evicted 90 families from the Trece Aguas farm. No prior notification was given. Witnesses say that seven former workers were wounded, including 85-year-old Marcos Choc Choc, who later died from an injury to his head sustained during the eviction. Two police officers were also reported to have been wounded. 

Another former worker, Eric Cucul Caal, bears scars on his face and hand from when the police targeted tear gas canisters at members of the community. They watched as their houses, including their belongings and reserves of maize, were set alight. Their crops of chillies, pumpkins and cardamom were also destroyed.
